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(1) 
The first recerd of the name Foe or Poughkeeysie 

A petition was cresentsa to the County Commissioners Jan. &, 1829 by Jonn 
Ssnicer anc otners praying for a chenze in the State Road lescinz From For? 
wWeyne to Richmona and Known as the Winchester Poas commencin: at or near 
Mosauito Creed (Lipse Creek) thence by way of the villase of Poughkeepsie 
to a bricgs across the run near the resicence of Jomn Snicer known as (Bez 


Creek). Tne name Poughkeepsie undoubtedly came from the town of tne same 

name in New York. The village wes known as Pouynkeepsie until it was 
plutsd by William Essis and he named nis platt Williamsport. The name 
Pou: nakeepsie was almost forgotten for many years. The first Frost office 
as xnown as william town in Inciana in the western part of tne State by t 
same name. In tne latter part of tne 70's the Frost Office Department 

demanaea a new name for the Post Cffice and it was at tnis time that 

some thougntful citizen avcbreviated Poughkeepsie to "Poe" and it nas 

been known by that name ever since. 


WILLIAMSPCsT PLaTrzdD. 


Tnis villa:e was olatted Cct. 24, 1548 by William =ssig. It is located 
in the southwest Quarter 3ece 29 Merion Townsnip Allen County Indiena. 

It was lsic out at a variation of 34 cegrees east of a magnetic Merician. 
The streets are 60 feet wilde and cross each other at right anyles. The 
alleys are 14 feet wice. The origional plat containeé 42 lots. Tne main 
street (Wincnester Road) was callec Cass Street. Tne street leading 
to the bridse was called Butler Street ara the street running parallel 
south of Sutler was called Fillmore Street. The river street wes ae 
Taylor Street. The first lot sold was Lot No2 to Solomon Litchenwalte 

for 502. The next Lot No 42 was sola to Charles Muldoon for #12. The. 
next year Mr Muldoon bought lots 35 and 39 for ¥l0 each. On Dec. 2, 1049 
Mr. Essig sola to Samuel Lutz Lot No 3 for $15 this is the lot where the 
brick store now stancés. On Nov. 13, 1°74 Jonn Sargent platted 17 lots 
to the town of Williamsport and muce an additional street wnich he 

nainea after nis wife Cherlotte Street. 


CHURCHHS 


On May 15, 1651 sold lot No 23 to Matnias Beck and Hartman Scnmict 
Trustees of Zions Evangelical Lutnern Cnureh for #1.00 thus ine first 
church in the village was a Luthern Cnurch. An interesting recora in 
tne deed waich was made by Nelson McLain Justice of the Peace recited as 
follows; 


Granted in trust for the use of German Luthern and German xeformed 
Evangelical Sonzregati-n known as Zion's Cnurch to erect tnereon a house 
to worsnip Almi¢ cnty Goce for the members of said demoninetiin of cnurches 
ana none other, to preach ané expound God's Holy word therein so long 

as saic congrezation shall exist or worship in said place end to have ana 
to hold saic premises. 


Thsre was erected on this lot a log church which was usea for many years 
for the conzresation and many of the olcer citizens can well rememoer 
when the old -log cnurcn still stcod. 
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The next church to be established in Boe was the Methodist S3rurch Nov. 2 
1266. It is situated on lots 16 and 17 these lots were first owned by 
jonn Graft ana tnen by John Neireiter who sole them for $20. A frame 
Church was ccnstructeda ana was used until tne present brick crnuren wis 
built. 

Aus. 4, 1874 several of the citizens affiliated with the Unitea Bretiren 
vnurch purcnased lots 29 and 30 ang built a frame church in wnichn they 
worsnipjed until 1897 when the congregation was Gisbancecé anc the Zhuren P 
Property was scld to Harvey Turner for the purysose of estabplisning the 
Shristian dnurch. 
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The first record of the: Poe Gemetery is Aug. 26, 1£51 when Mr. Essi¢é 
a ceed to the trustees of the Luthern Shurch Matnias Secx ance Hartman 
Smith for the sum of #5. This deed recited that the land snall be used fc 
cecetery purposes except tnat the bodies of suicices anc ncrorious blaspn- 
emers shall not be interredé/ This tract of the present cemetery lies nort 
of tne roed passing through it. On June 6, 1550 Jonn and Lelieh Snicer 
Geedea the south part of the cemetery to William Lone, Juégée Veushn ana 
Lemuel Soverdale Trustees of Merion Township reserving a small tract for 
their own use. 


WILLIAM3r0:2'S BRASS 


For many years tnis villa:e supported a brass band. Tne tena sadayed at 
Picnits end fourth of July Selebrations besides being calléc to 
Monroeville, Decatur, Cssian and rort Wayne. Its members wers Clark Lutz, 
Clay Harrod, Jim Deel, Marion Smith, Jacob Hart, ‘William Lovoshire, 
William Lutz, Charles Lipse, Finley Beam,.Clar« Litcnenwalter, Mills 
Harrod, Willian Litchenwalter, anc Homer 3rown. 
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stocd across tne river on lana now owned by Homer Brown. [ne first st 
tne town proper was owned by a man by the name of John Sculce. in 1870 
Hiram True established tne first real General St re ana lster accec a crug 
store. John Brown had a store in Poe for many years anc in 1590 to. ether 
with the Masonic Lidge built the present bric« store builcing. COtnrer 
store keepers who have owned stores and operated them in Poe ere 

Charles True, James Bell, Dr. Homer Brown. 


Tne first store was run by a man py the name of Jonn swell = Terman. it 
ore 


MILLS 


The first saw mill was operated by William Zssig on tne Winerester xoad 

wnere it corsses Misyuito Creek or Lipse Creec. Tauis was an upri-nt 

saw mill ene coulce only run in tne spring when the water was oi-h in 

Lipse Creek. This Mill was built in the early forties. About 1c40 Jonn 
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sole out to Caezrles Muldoon who built the ola ayke from the bridge 
leading to the mill. Gnarles Muldoon continued to Operate this 

mill until it burned down about the years 1E57 or 1858. fnen came 
Maurice Cody wno nasa married Brida.et Muldcon a sister of Charles 

He raised the dam to some ten feet by first builcine cribs ena then 
filled them with stone. Then péasced long trees slantwise resting 

on the cribing witn their bases buried uncer heavy stone. He then 
proceeced to build a mill on the west side of the river. The mill 

hac two lerze milling stcnes abcut 10 st. across and one stone five 
feet wide. The mill was sug ,lied with the best of silk bolting and 
nte flour woich came from the mill commanéed the hignest price in 

Fort Wayne and otner markets. This mill flourished for about 25 years 
and until the steam rolling mills became plentiful In 18€2 agitation 
began for the destruction 66 the Gam by resicents up the river tney 
petitionec the County Commissioners for relief claiming, tnat in floce 
time it hela the water bacx and in the summer time tne water pecane 
stagnet. William Hiléebrand had been the miller Since the civil war. 
He lived in Poe and from is son Tnomas Hilaebrana much of this in- 
formation was secureG. In 1884 some one tried in Gaaylight to cynamite 
tne dam but did not Go much damage. When this failed about twenty 
five men from up the river with picks ana shovels attewptec to tear it 
out. The Sheriff came and arrested one wan and took him tc Fort Wayne. 
After he lift with his man tnose remainins @gain went to work but it 
wag well built ond it was aliuicst impossible to remove tne heavy stones. 
Some weeks later and at night it was finally blown. A large opening 
was mace but at flood time this Opening, aida very little to ebate the 
flooa waters and in tre summer time the river still besame stavnet. 

In 1096 when there was a March flcod the old mill fell into the 

river anc was wasned down ena salvazea by the resicents Gown Fiver. 
Samuel Luts and Solomon Litchensalter were the carpenters anc when it 
W&S raised each of them took the end position on either sice far ebove 
the water in placing the perline plate and outside rafters. It wags 
raised by hand taking two weexs to do so. Men came to help for ten 
miles. One celezation of fifteen men came from Cssian. 
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Talis is most interesting after what has hapsenea the last few aays. 
Frior to 1246 there was no bridge across tne river at Williarssort. 
Toe ole ford across the river was avcut 200 feet below the yresent Can. 
It wasrere that tne river was shallow for a pa:t or the year ana tne 
banks were low on botn sides. It coulé be forced on horse cack ana ab 
tne water not too nizh by wagons. In 1846 the followings residents 
petitioned the Sounty JSommissioners for a briage, Charles Mulcoon, 
Benjanin Nickerson, sernaera Mul@oon, Ancrew Lipse, Cnristooner Lipse, 
tillian Somers, John Siicer, Fatricx Hart, Henry Mulccon unc Hesse 
Heaton. it was pulilt by Nelson McLain ana Znarles Muldoon at < cost 
of 7400. It only lasted two years when ice took it away. The town 
We.3 Wilaout a briage for two years. In 1857 this brigze was pertly 
wasnec out end $700 was spent fixing it. Then in 1867 cume tne ola 
woouea oriuce as many nere can still remember it wus 150 feet lone and 
IG eet wide. It was a coo0é bridue and laahed iwntil weenn IAGA Cohen 
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and 1 hac been to Port Wayne. Cn cur Way home we stooped in the bridge 
for shelter from the rain anc wine. Then the Wina became so str ne we 
considered it unsafe end started to crive sut when we were fifteen feet 
on tf -tne bric.e the wind swept tne bridee into the river. It breke in 
ce micdle and fell which Scarred the horses. They upset the Wafon 

leavin, Livse end nis fatner uncer the Waeon box. The fetner said we 
are killec. fhe team ran acme just north of town Scarring Mrs. Lipse 
Cur barn was blown cown Aas were jtmany other buildines in Foe. / 
Tais wooden bride cost #8,000. Then in 1886 ana 1687 the iren bridze 
was built. Thus the oridse tnat now lies in the river has serveé this 
Community fcr 60 years. 


After 100 years this village continues to be a £00a place to live 

a g00C community in whieh to live. It has indeed been a pleasure to 
- present these few facts about Poe anc some of tie Pioneers who lived 

here nearly 200 years age. They are taken from recoras in the Sourt 

nouse in fort Wayne and a few from those who actually participated 

in them. 
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